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 News and Events 
University’s First Student Leadership Program is a Success 
GSU’s first student leadership programs – the Student Leadership Institute and the 
Graduate Leadership Scholars – came to a close Tuesday as more than 50 
undergraduate and graduate students were recognized for their participation in the 
program. 
  
In a ceremony in Sherman Hall, students received 
certificates following weeks of intensive leadership 
training that is likely to make a big difference in their 
lives.  The students’ mentors – mostly GSU faculty, 
administrators, and staff – were honored for their 
guidance during the program. 
 
“We are here to celebrate what you have done, and to ask, 
‘What Next?’” said Dean of Students Aurelio Valente. 
 
Student Shawnta Young and her mentor, former Provost David Curtis, reflected on their time 
together in the program. “Going to sessions, I started thinking, ‘this is great,’” she said. “I can use 
all this to help change things in the world.” 
 
Student Suzette Shepherd and her mentor, University Lecturer Tammara Winn, reversed their 
roles in making their presentation at the ceremony. 
 
Undergraduate participants in the program were: Michael Alexander, Imani Aloway, Machelle 
Anderson, Terry Banies, Brittani Barnett, Shaneice Berry, Beblon Bobo-Thomas, Kolandra 
Carpenter, Rebecca Condreay, Angelique Crockett, Greg Dole, Daniel Ellington, Cassondra 
Garner, Amber Gocken, April Grammer, Sandra Gustafson, Diane Humes, Charles Kresno, Rafiah 
Muhammad, Lydia Quinones, Maria Ramirez, Kayla Randolph-Clark, Akiah Robinson, Suzette 
Shepherd, Stephanie Snow, Sharon Starks, James Starks, Craig Sweet, Donna Thompson, Emily 
Tschiggfrie, Samuel Villasenor, Sylvia Vines, Ina Whalen, Tanya White, and Shawnta Young. 
 
Graduate students in the program were Lisa Wallace, Monique Burey-Ballard, Latrice Baker, 
Kenneth Dixon, Jennifer Pate, Ashley Cosentino, Robert Mason, Regina Haynes, Tamisha Rose, 
Michael Contreras, NaTasha Dillard, Carla Roberson, Gretchen Carthans, LaKesia Graham, Lisa 




Student Leadership Program 2013 
 Student Portal Enhancements Arrive in Time for Registration 
The myGSU Student Portal navigation options will be upgraded Friday, March 15. 
 
The registration process remains unchanged. Students will be able to access all of 
their GSU personal and academic information by clicking directly into the Online 
Services tab to view their Financial Information, Financial Aid, Registration, and 
Academic Profile. 
 
The Online Services section will also be relocated to the top right side of the portal 
page for easier access. 
 
To register for classes, students will click on “Students” in Online Services, then on 
“Registration.” 
 
For more information about this change, click here for the tutorial. 
 
Prairie Place Groundbreaking – April 5 
Save the date. On Friday, April 5, there is only one place you want to be at 3:30 
p.m. – the groundbreaking ceremony for Prairie Place, GSU’s first on-campus 
housing.  This historic event is open to all members of the campus community. 
 
The groundbreaking will take place at the Prairie Place 
site, on the west side of the university’s main entrance 
road, kitty-corner from the Paul statue. 
 
Prairie Place is designed as a living-learning 
environment that will enhance students’ experience at 
Governors State University. All units, both apartment 
and suite style, will be furnished. Apartment units will 
have fully-equipped kitchens. Trained resident assistants will be on the premises at 
all times. Community space will include floor lounges, study rooms, a classroom, a 
laundry room, vending machines, a service desk, and community kitchens. Cable 
and Internet services will be available throughout Prairie Place. 
 
Prairie Place will be ready for occupancy in Summer, 2014. 
 
Spring Break 2013 
GSU will not be open for classes the week of March 18 and we are extending our best wishes for 
an exciting Spring Break to anyone who has plans outside the 708 area code. 
 
During Spring Break, GSU View will continue to publish – our travel plans, 
for now, go no further than looking at brochures for sunny resorts far to the 
south. 
 
We’re not so sure about our office mate Pierre, GSU’s favorite penguin. He 
loves to travel but it’s been a while since he was on the road. Recently, we 
heard him mumbling about “South Beach” and how he needs a new set of sunglasses. 
   
Where's he headed? 
 Most GSU offices will be open during Spring Break. The GSU Library will be closed March 16, 
17, 23, and 24. Monday through Friday of next week, the library will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The Recreation and Fitness Center will be open. It will be business as usual at the Family 
Development Center, except for the half-day pre-K program (canceled for the week) and the 
evening program, which will end each day at 6 p.m. 
 
One more thing. If you run into Pierre on your travels, take his picture and send it to GSU View. 
We like to know he’s behaving himself. 
 
GSU’s First Black Women Rock Awards 
Five GSU students who continue to make significant contributions to our society were 
honored at the inaugural GSU Black Women Rock award ceremony. 
 
The awards program was sponsored by Student Life during Black History Month. 
 
Black Women Rock award winners are: 
• Creative Soul – Diana Muhammad  
Muhammad has completed a screenplay and currently working on completing a film 
called Unspoken Truth as an independent film project for her Digital Film Production 
class. She has produced and directed more than 100 television talk shows. 
• Literary Expressionis - Nneka J. Howell 
Nneka Howell is a graduate student at GSU in the Public Administration 
Program.  Across the globe (especially on social networks) she is known as Lady 
Poet. Since 2009 she has published three books: A Poet’s Heart, Real Women Get 
Their Hands Dirty, and Hidden Candor. 
• Miz Entrepreneur - Cynthia Gail Frye 
Cynthia Frye started her career with Century 21 Enterprise, where she received over 
75 awards including Outstanding Achievement, Top Producer, Multi-million Dollar 
Producer, Sales Associate of the Year, and Top Selling Agent.  In 1999 she opened 
the doors to Cynthia Frye Realty, where her objective is to educate, enlighten, and 
empower prospective buyers and sellers. 
• Passionate Advocate - Sharon Starks 
Sharon Starks is the mother of two children and is helping to raise her three 
grandchildren.  She decided to return to school to earn her bachelor’s and master’s 
degree so she can make a difference in her community. She has worked 
professionally as an LPN at Rush Medical Center, and now believes her true calling is 
to be a counselor.  
• Sistah Philanthropist - Shirley Faye Davis 
Shirley Davis returned to school to obtain her degree after many years in corporate 
America, hoping to find another way to make a difference in the community.  More 
than 20 years ago, she started a not-for-profit organization on the southeast side of 
Chicago. She established a food pantry when she saw that one was needed in the 
community. 
 
Colleague Users Group March Meeting 
Hey, GSU! Come on down. You’re the next contestant in CUG’s “Data Security & You 
Game.” 
 
Join us next Wednesday, March 20, when Master of Ceremonies Nick Battaglia hosts 
all in attendance – this means you – as you take part in team strategizing to ‘CLICK 
IN’ with correct answers. 
 
Vie for the championship! Compete for “VALUABLE PRIZES” (Hey, it could happen.) 
 
Join with your colleague-teammates beginning at 2 p.m., in the Hall of Honors, on 
Wednesday, March 20. 
 
Time to Donate Books, Music, Movies to Library Sale 
 Permanent link 
March Madness has returned and it’s time to donate to the Friends 
of the GSU Library Books, Movies and Music Drive by April 5. 
 
Do you have almost new or gently used books, text books, DVDs 
or CDs that are looking for a new home? Bring them to the Friends 
of the GSU Library table located in the library. 
 
This year’s spring book sale will take place on Tuesday, April 16. 
 
Donations are tax deductible, but in order to receive a letter acknowledging your 
contribution, please make sure that you fill out the form which is on the Friends 
table, and place it in the book where it can be seen. 
 
Donations will be accepted during library hours: Monday through Thursday, 8:30 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Friday,  8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.;  Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to  5 p.m.; 
Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m. During Spring Break, the library will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday, and closed Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Take the Bookstore Survey 
The GSU Bookstore is seeking input from faculty, students, and alumni on how to improve the 
bookstore. Please take the time to answer questions and leave comments on how to improve the 
bookstore as Governors State University continues to move forward. 
 
All participants will be given the opportunity to win $100 gift card for the bookstore. Please 
complete the bookstore survey. You’ll be eligible to win when you enter your e-mail address at 
the end of the survey. 
 
The survey will be available online through Friday, March 29. 
 
Veterans Writing Group Starts Today 
The first meeting of the new Veterans Writing Group will take place today on 
Thursday, March 14, at 6 p.m., in  E1541. Participants will discover the craft of 
narrative writing in a small, supportive group environment.  Veterans will enhance 
and learn new skills and share camaraderie with other vets in a six-week workshop. 
Groups are forming now. 
 
There is no charge for participation in the Veterans Writing Group and space is still 
available. To register, contact Robin Thompson at 708.534.4581. 
 
Health Care Leadership in Reform Era 
   
GSU’s Student Healthcare Management Association will sponsor a presentation 
by Dr. Ann Scott Blouin, RN, Ph.D., FACHE, Executive Vice President of 
Customer Relations, Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations, on Tuesday, April 2, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., in Sherman Hall. 
 
Dr. Blouin will discuss Leadership in an Era of Health Care Reform: 
Quality and Patient Safety Implications. She has more than 30 years of 
health care administration, consulting, and nursing experience, and has held 
several leadership positions. Dr. Blouin has also published and taught at nursing 
and medical schools and serves on the National Patient Safety Foundation Board of Governors.  
 
The event is free and open to the public. 
 
Ways of Making: Digital Art Exhibit at GSU Gallery 
The GSU Visual Arts Gallery is presenting Ways of Making: Digital Art, featuring the 
work of artists Kate Friedman, Kate Ingold, and Anne Hayden Stevens, through 
March 27, 2013. A closing reception celebrating the exhibition will be held on 
Wednesday, March 27, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. The exhibit and the reception are free 
and open to the public. 
 
The exhibition, the fifth in the gallery’s Ways of Making series, features three artists 
who use digital images and tools to make their art. “The resulting work transcends 
the medium and rewards the viewer with rich narratives, intoxicating visual 
experiences, and reflective social commentary,” said Gallery Director Jeff Stevenson. 
 
Kate Friedman, Kate Ingold and Anne Hayden Stevens first met in 2010 through a 
professional artists’ group. They found correspondences of technique, content and 
form in each other’s work because they all use digital tools as a core component of 
process and production.  
 
The Visual Arts Gallery hours during the Spring, 2013 semester are Monday, from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Tuesday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wednesday, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 
Thursday, from 9 to 7 p.m.; and Friday, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 
For more information, call (708) 534-4021 or visit www.govst.edu/gallery. 
 
Student Research Conference – April 9 
GSU will hold its 19th Annual Student Research Conference on Tuesday, April 9.  
 
The conference will provide students an opportunity to present their research work 
before an audience of their peers, and will provide a forum to highlight research 
accomplishments at GSU. All the presentations will be made by students only.  
 
Registration and the abstract submission forms are in the electronic format and are 
available at the conference website. 
 
Participating students are required to register using the registration form. Students 
  
Dr. Ann Blouin 
must be registered before the deadline of March 29. There is no registration fee. 
  
The conference takes place from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. There will be morning and 
afternoon podium presentations. Posters will be displayed right after the lunch, 
which will be provided to all registrants. Certificates of Merit will be awarded to all 
student participants. 
 
Students may present their work in podium presentation or poster presentation 
formats. Podium presentations will be 15 minutes long followed by five-minute 
question and answer periods. During the poster presentations, students will display 
their work on four-foot by three-foot posters. 
 
Deployment, Homecoming, and Post Traumatic Stress 
Syndrome – March 20 
Deployment, Homecoming, and Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome will be presented 
Wednesday, March 20, from 1 to 4:30 p.m., in Engbretson Hall. The program is free 
and open to the public. 
 
John E. Mundt, Ph.D., a staff psychiatrist at Jesse Brown VA Medical Center in 
Chicago, will speak at the program. A question and answer session will follow his 
presentation. 
 
For information or group arrangements, contact Ann Nagel at 708.235.7353. 
 
The program is sponsored by Friends of Governors State University Library, the 
Intellectual Life Committee, the Office of Veterans and Military Personnel, and GSU 
Student Senate. 
 
Recycle Your Batteries 
 Permanent link 
As Earth Day approaches next month, GSU’s commitment to recycling, reusing, 
and reducing remains strong. Don’t forget to deposit paper, plastic, and 
aluminum in the designated recycling containers around campus. Also now it is 
easy to recycle dead batteries at GSU. 
 
GSU’s battery recycling program collects small device batteries such as A, AA, 
AAA, C, D, cell phone batteries, watch batteries, etc. Components of recycled 
batteries are reclaimed and reused.  
 
Six battery collection tubes have been placed throughout campus to make recycling 
easy for the GSU community. Collection tubes can be found in Building C near DPS 
and HR; Building G in the vending room; Building F near the first floor elevator; 
Building A in the north study area; and in ITS and the FDC.   
 
If a small device battery does not fit inside a battery collection tube, please take it to 
the Environmental Health and Safety Office, E-2583. This program does not include 
large machine and automobile batteries. 
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